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SUBJECT: OIL EXPLORATION IN GULF OF SUEZ 
A. CAIRO 1532; B. STATE 26556; C. TEL AVIV 875 

1. AMOCO REPS ARE EXPRESSING IMPATIENCE WITH CONTINUED 
INABILITY TO CONDUCTSEISMIC EXPLORATIONS EAST OF MEDIAN LINE 
OF GULF OF SUEZ IN AMOCO CONCESSION AREA. DEPT WILL REMEMBER 
EXCHANGE LAST FEBRUARY (REFTELS) IN WHICH AMOCO CEASED EXPLORATION 
IN ITS CONCESSION AFTER ISRAELI PATROL BOATS INTERFERED WITH 
SEISMIC SHIPS WHICH HAD MADE TURN AROUND IN AREA EAST OF MEDIAN 
LINE. AMOCO CONCERNED THAT. BECAUSE OF OPENING OF SUEZ CANAL, 

AND STATEMENTS BY MINISTER OF PETROLEUM THAT GULF OF SUEZ NOW 
OPEN TO INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING, EGPC MIGHT PUT PRESSURE ON 
AMOCO IMPLEMENT EXPLORATION AGREEMENT DEADLINES. 

2. AMOCO REPS WONDERED WHETHER SHIPS USING SUEZ CANAL 
ARE TRANSITING EAST OR WEST SIDE OF GULF OF SUEZ OR IF ANYONE 
HAS DEFINED SHIPPING CHANNEL IN GULF OF SUEZ. IF SHIPS ARE 
USING EAST SIDE, AMOCO BELIEVES IT MIGHT BE ABLE TO COMPLETE 
SEISMIC WORK BASED ON FACT THAT AREA NEW TO INTERNATIONAL 
SHIPPING. 

3. AS LONG AS MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM DOES NOT OFFICIALLY INVOKE 
TERMS OF AMOCO AGREEMENT REGARDING COMPLETION OF SEISMIC 
STUDIES AND DRILLING OF WELLS, AMOCO CAN SAFELY POSTPONE FURTHER 
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DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL, HOWEVER, IS GROWING (SEE CAIRO 5793) 

AND MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM MAY NOT BE PATIENT FOREVER. IF 
DEPT HAS ANY INFORMATION ON CURRENT SHIPPING ROUTES IN GULF 
OF SUEZ WE WOULD APPRECIATE BEING INFORMED. 
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